
Hawkeye Decarbonization Awards 2022 

Federal infrastructure and science policies are calling for “moonshot” projects to ensure 

carbon-free energy infrastructure to combat the anticipated large negative impacts of climate 

change. Iowa’s abundant wind, bioenergy, and solar resources position it well to be a strong 

player in the emerging green energy landscape. By 2040, Iowa could possibly become a net 

exporter of energy. Achieving net export status will bring energy independence to Iowa; in turn, 

this will attract industries supplying and demanding clean energy technologies, increasing jobs 

for Iowans while reducing recurring energy costs for Iowa energy consumers.   

Many cities, counties, and townships in Iowa have already taken significant steps to 

transition their jurisdictions toward clean energy, and many Iowans living in these jurisdictions 

have championed energy transition efforts.  These cities, counties, townships, and individuals 

provide a shining example for others to follow.  The Hawkeye Decarbonization awards seek to 

spotlight these exemplary decarbonization efforts in the Hawkeye state.  The awards recognize 

the most innovative, scalable, and replicable examples of action to decarbonize the energy sector 

within the state of Iowa.  The awards showcase public policies and projects that are bold and 

effective in decarbonizing energy consumption, to lend momentum to these efforts and inspire 

others to act.  Award winners will be recognized and celebrated at the Hawkeye Decarbonization 

Summit at the University of Iowa in Iowa City on Thursday, April 21.   

The 2022 Hawkeye Awards will be made in three categories, with two awards in each 

category: 

1. Public policy award.  Communities that have taken tangible steps to decarbonize their 

community through public policies (not specific projects).  Examples of decarbonization 

public policies include: 

• Implementing a greenhouse gas reduction plan 

• Building code features that reduce energy consumption within buildings (such as 

requiring outer walls of residences be made with 2” x 6” studs rather than 2” x 4”) 

and enable easier installation of green energy technology (such as by note requiring 

cumbersome permit applications and review). 

• Facilitating green energy districts for a part of or the whole community 



• Community-funded (not state or federal-funded) financial incentives to residences 

and businesses to help overcome capital cost barriers to green energy adoption.  

There will be two awards in this category: one for communities over 20,000 population 

as per the 2020 census, and another for communities under 20,000 population. 

2. Community project award.  A single exemplary energy decarbonization project in a 

community. Examples of such projects include: 

• Methane capture from a landfill 

• Transforming a public transit fleet to fully electric vehicles 

• Green energy for significant or all government buildings (such as city hall, county 

administration building or public library or courthouse). 

There will be two awards in this category: one for projects from communities over 

20,000 population as per the 2020 census, and another for projects from communities 

with less than 20,000 persons.   

3. Green energy champion award.  An individual who has championed green energy 

efforts in a community for a long period (at least 5 years), and has had a demonstrable 

impact on the implementation of clean energy policies/projects.    

There will be two awards in this category: one for an individual from a community with 

over 20,000 population as per the 2020 census, and another for a person from a 

community with less than 20,000 persons. 

  

Nomination process  

Counties, cities, and townships in Iowa and individuals that are taking leadership on 

decarbonizing energy consumption within their jurisdictions can be nominated for a Hawkeye 

Decarbonization award.  The short, online application is available here: Award Nomination 

Form.   Jurisdictions can nominate themselves. Individuals cannot be self-nominated.  The 

award’s Advisory Panel, made up of experts from various fields, will select six winners (two in 

each of the three categories of awards).   Nominations will be accepted till April 11, 2022.  

Winners will be notified by April 15.   Awards will be presented on April 21, 2022.   For more 

information, please contact: 

Jerry Anthony (jerry-anthony@uiowa.edu) or  Charles Stanier (charles-

stanier@uiowa.edu).  
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